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Most C ~ O U ~ S  d r i f t  with the wind, but the c r e s t  clouds that of ten form 

along tke c r e s t  of  a mountain ridge remain stationary,  mhile the wind blows through 

them. 

as tile individual cloud p a r t i c l e s  iaove wi t l a  the mind and the cloud as a xhole i s  

Eiey a re ,  however, statfonary only i n  the sense that a cataract  i s  stationary,  

is forced t o  ascend i n  i t s  passage ovcr the ridge. 

cloud is the "foehn w a l l l 1 ,  Soen along the c r e s t  o f  an A.lpine ridge when the foehn 

A s t r i k i n g  example o f  the c res t  

wind i s  blowing. 

A similar process explains the formation or" the  stationary cap c1oUC?sr or  

cloud tags, that frequently crown the summits of isolated peaks, and i n  imw p a r t s  

o f  the norld a r e  regarded, not wlthou.~ reason, as a si@ of ra ino The clouLs that 

thus attach themselves t o  mountains were once known as Ifparasit ic clouds'' a.nd some 

ra ther  f a n t a s t i c  attempts t o  explain t h e i r  or igin were current a m g  our ancestors. 

One wr i te r  of the eighteenth century, f o r  exanple., suggested th3.t they were due t o  

comiennation of moisture iai an ascending current maintained by the emission of sub- 

terraican heat f rom the mountain. 

discussion t o  these clouds i n  his IlModern Painters". 

John Ruskin devotes a good Ceal o f  u q r o f i t a b l e  
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