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COlJTR43IC'ilORY BEATF3R PROVESBS 

Many wcatlier proverbs and popular neatlier ru les  a r c  exactly contradicted 

by ot:lers. For example, i f  the roung mooii l i e s  on her back i n  tho evciliiig sky i t  
accord ing 

is a sign of dry t7eat:1er/to some of the o l d  Sam, islzile according t o  others i t  be- 

The apjjearance o f  tlie 'fold moon i n  the arms o f  the new1' i s  likewise given 

tno opl)osite interpretat ions i n  'matiler fo lk lore .  One is embodied i n  the folloniizg 

l i l ies f rom tho "Balla,d of Sii-  Patr ick Spence": 

Late, l a t e  yestrecn I s a w  the new moon 
With the old moon i n  her arms; 

And I f e a r ,  I f e a r ,  nxy m s t e r  dear, 
' l e  shall have a deadly storm.ll 

The other, according t o  Inwards! Veather  Lorell, prevai ls  i n  Suffolk, 

England, where t o  see the o ld  moon i n  the Strills of the new one is reckoiied a sign 

of f i n e  weather. 

The familiar cotion t b t  sunny weather 011 Caiidloms Day (be t tc r  known in  

Touraiae, France. A t rans la t ion  of the French rhyme Tould read: 
a 

vI f /c lear  Can&lems f ind  you, 
Winter i s  behind you; 

Viiiter w i l l  be redoubled. I' 
If Candlema, .dqj be..-troubled, 
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