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HAIL IN !??Hi?, UNITED STATES --- 
A hailstorm usually a f f e c t s  a ro la t ive ly  small a rea  of the e a r t h ' s  surface.- 

generally p a r t  of a much la rger  a rea  covered by 2 thunderstorm. Hence i n  a corntry 

a s  big as the United States  m n y  lmilstorms fa i l  t o  be recorded, despite tho f a c t  

that tliousonds of persoiis take note of any that occur i n  t h e i r  vicinity.  Tho U.S. 

weather Bureau c o l l e c t s  reports  of such storms f ro in  something l i k e  5,000 obseilvers 

and obtaics iiuny addi t ional  reports  f rom press  dospatches, which a r e  careful ly  

checked a t  tl1e various Ifsec t ion  centers", where climatological data a r c  assciiiblcd,, 

Tach yea r  the Bureau publishes i n  i t s  anma1 report two charts; oize sl?ow- 

ing the locat ions of a l l  moderately heavy h a i l s t o r m s  that were reported during the 

previous y c m  n i t h i n  the poriod of pr incipal  crop growth-April 1 L. Scpt. 30 -- a id  

the othei- showing f o r  tho Garno period the locat ions of  decidedly destruct ive Ail- 

storms. The locat ion of each s t o r m  i s  shown by a dot. 

Recently the Burcap has averaged the d a t a  of dimaging h a i l s t o r m s  f o r  Toe 

12-year period 19)6-1927. The r e s u l t s  a r e  published i n  the Yearbook of the Depart- 

ment o f  Agriculture f o r  1928 i n  the form of a, clmrt. 

divided i l l t o  equal sections 100 miles square (area 10,000 squme miles), and E i & w o s  

In t h i s  char t  tho coui t ry  i s  

show the Izverago alinucql frequency of darraging hailstorms within each of these sw- 
tions. 

The la rges t  f igures ,  showing from two t o  between f o u r  and f i v e  storms a 
year, arc y o u i d  i n  an i r regular  b e l t  t'mt included Kansas, IoWa and p a r t s  o f  Indiaila, 
Ohio and southern Michigan, while i n  much of the Southwest the average aixiud f re-  
quency i s  recorded as zero, though there a re  only minor areas i n  which no dollnging 
h a i l s t o r m  J-ES observed during the e n t i r e  twelve years. 

O f  course the occurrence of four o r  f i v e  sovere lxilstorins a year nit l l in 
an area o f  10,000 square miles does n o t  i q l y  anything l ike  the same frequency a t  
a single  l o c a l i t y  within that area. 
which t:ie average in te rva l  between dmmging h a i l s t o r m s  does not  m o u n t  t o  several  

There i s  no place ir, the United States  at 

years. ( A l l  r i g h t s  reserved by Science Service, Inc.) 
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