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RADIO REPORTS HURRICAITJ3S 

Tl?e h i s t a r y  o f  the t r o p i c a l  hurricane that recently Ifgot lostI '  off the 

Florida coast i l l u s t r a t e s  the fact that the exis t ing system of  keeping t rack of the 

movements o f  such. storms by means of radio reports  f r o m  ships does not qui te  measulx: 

up t o  the ex-ec ta t ions  that were entertained o f  i t  when these reports  were inaugw 

rated. men a storm i s  forming or when it enters  

the Caribbean region from the east ,  vessel reports  a r e  of grea t  value as a I;;eans of 

z i e  reason f o r  this i s  plain. 

locat ing it. During i t s  subsequent career, however, few vessel  reports  a r e  receive,; 

fron thu v i c i n i t y  of the storm, because, as soon as radio b u l l e t i n s  a r e  flashed ow;: 

the ocean re:?orting i t s  course, shipmasters i n  the threatened a r e a  take steps t o  

give i t  as wi&e a ber th  as possible. 

It seems, therefore, worth while t o  consider the f e a s i b i l i t y  of statio* 

ing a n&or o f  f l o a t i n g  flrobotsff at s t ra teg ic  points  i n  the hurricane region t o '  

send out wariiings by radio of the mrked fa l l  in  barometric pressure that indicates 

the ap2roxh o f  a cyclone. Adtonlatic radio recorders a r e  already used f o r  otlier 

purposes i n  zeteorology. A recently invented type o f  sounding-balloon announces by 

radio the pressure and. temperature encountered f rom time t o  t i P x ?  througkout i t s  

f l i g h t .  Xight not an  aneroid barometer, attached t o  an anc'nored buoy, be armiiged 

t o  send out similar reports  as long as the pressure remained below a cer ta in  point? 

If  such a scheme i s  pract icable ,  a few o f  these automatic weather s ta t ions  
* 

would be vas t ly  b e t t e r  than none - just as the few vessels that now report by 

radio are vas t ly  b e t t e r  than none. 
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