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IITDEQJU.TE RAIIVALL RECORDS 

Meteoro logis t s  are fami l ia r  with the f a c t  that the ra in  i n  any one shower 

i s  exceediilgly uneven i n  i t s  d is t r ibu t ion ,  so that equally wel l  exposed. rain-gauges 

a few iiiiles o r  even a few rods apart  often show widely d i f fe ren t  readings f o r  the 

Same per iod  of t i m e .  

i n  any region t o  secure even approximately oomplete records f o r  a single rainstormo 

Hence i t  i s  quite out  o f  the question t o  i n s t a l l  enough gauges 

"The statisticsaf rainfal1,Il says Prof. A.J. Henry, o f  the U.S. Weather 

Bureau, "give l i t t l e  useful information as to  differences of  catch at re la t ive ly  

nearby s ta t ions ,  except i n  a few cases. In  tlie United S t a t e s  there i s  i n  actual 

use one rain-gauge f o r  each 595 square m i l e s ,  whereas i t  i s  estimated that a single 

gauge t o  each quarter-section of land (160sacres) woilld.be required t o  give accurate 

f igures  as t o  the amount of r a i n  that fa l ls  each year. The closest  neQwork o f  rain-. 

f a l l  s ta t ions  i n  the world, s o  far as known, i s  maintained on the is land o? Barbados, 

which :is about 200 s ta t ions  f o r  i t s  106 square miles of area." 

The B r i t i s k  Isles average one gauge for  19 square miles and contain some 

d i s t r i c t s  with one t o  the square mile. 

However, says Professor Henry, V o r  two neighboring r a i n f a l l  s ta t ions  i n  

the saue cl imat ic  region tlie amount of r a i n f a l l  i n  the long run w i l l  be nearly sqwl, 

notwithstanding the wide differences that occur between the two s ta t ions i n  indivi- 

du;;tl shoaers.11 
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