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I N S W C E  AGAINST WINDSTOFNS 

The cost  of windstorm insurance, according t o  V.N. Valgren, a well#-known 

authority on t h i s  subject, varies f o r  different  par t s  of the United States (and thi!. 

i s  proba'oly also true of Canada) f r o m  about one-half t o  l e s s  than one-fourth the 

cost of f i r e  insurance. The joint-stock f i r e  insurance companies a s  well as the 

larger general f i r e  insurance mtuals wrkte windstorn; insurance ei ther  thi'oxh s e p -  

ra te  pol ic ies  o r  through so-called Ilcolnbined'1 polZcies, which cover both f i r e  and 

windstorm. Farmers1 mutual windstorm insurance, however, i s  written more largely 

by sL3ecialized mutual companies, which l i m i t  themselves t o  insurance against t h i s  

one b2ai-d. 

About 50 mutual windstorm insurance companies i n  the United States carry 

a t o t a l  of r i sks  approximating $2,000,000,000. The more successful of  these operah 

i n  close a f f i l i a t i o n  with the numerous farmers' mtml f i r e  insurance coiqanieso 

"About 13 per cent. of the farmers' mutual f i r e  insurance conpaniesI'f says 

Mr. Valgren, b r i t e  combined protection covering windstorms a s  wel l  as f i re .  

practice i s  t o  be cornended i n  so far as the larger farmers' f i r e  insurance mmtualr; 

a r e  coiicerned, 

t o  a couiity o r  l ess ,  o r  at most  t o  a few counties, the pract ice  o f  including w h d -  

storms i n  the Imzards covered i s  not wiseo 

hazard, each group of farm buildings, and i n  some measure oach building i n  the gr.Gz.-g, 

i s  a separate risk. 

may destroy a large nuniber of farm buildings i n  i t s  path." 

This 

For the more local  companies o f  this sor t ,  which l i m i t  thanselves 

From the point o f  view of  the f i r e  

A single tornado or other form of windstorm, on the other lm.nir 
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