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-- TROSE ?VINTEZI PORTENTS 

This month and next h i s to ry  w i l l  repent i t s e l f  and v e  sha l l  read i n  the 

da i ly  press  many a repor t  t o  the e f f e c t  that, i n  one rural l o c a l i t y  o r  another, the 

voodlmd creatures a re  naaring longer 01' shorter fur thLm usual, that chipmunks ,and 

squ i r r e l s  hzvc h i d  up nore o r  femcr nuts than the avorage, that corn huslcs a re  

abnormally th ick  o r  t h in  -- md SO on 

of ;I severe Oi- n i 1 C  v i n t c r ,  

leading up i n  each case t o  the prediction 

What ne shall not road this side of t'ne millenniuii is  

a dispatch l i k e  the folfoming: 

Qcar Creels, Me,, Oct. 19,-Experts from the University of  Blmk h v e  

just completed t h e i r  t en th  annual s e r i e s  of rxasurernents of fox fu r s  i n  t h i s  to:m- 

ship. 

topography, vegetative covering, c t c . ,  give a general average of 4.0 centimctcrs as 

the length  of fw on the backs of adu l t  foxes, .which i s  about 0.3 contimeter below 

the avcr7g-e f o r  the pas t  decade," e tc .  

Cross sections t.jlcen through several  areas reprcsenting various t:Jpes o f  

Neithcr i s  there the ghost of 3, chance t h a t  ve shall l ea rn  how rnmy nuts 

have been stored up by the average chipmunk i n  the environs o f  Podunk,, N. J., as 

detormined 3y a few liundrod ac tua l  counts. 

Nor s h a l l  cre ge t  any def in i t e  f igures  from nnplicre about corn huaks. 

If vc only l i d  accuratc da ta  on such poin ts  as these,  .nhich vre could 

co r re l a t e  n i t h  meteorological records ,  *;re might be ab le  t o  demonstrate (vhat 1 . 7 ~  know 

anyhow) that a11 the old-fashioned biological signs of Tinter aeather a re  pare m d  

unadul her a t  c d bunk. 
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