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AVFRICAN AUTUMN URATHER

Just why autuwm and spring--the two transition periods between wwinter and
summer-—siould be so unlike in our North Amorican climotc is not altogetler clear.
A strong contrast between tlhem undoubtedly oxists, but this contrast is probably
much calenced by our personal impressionse The fooling of cxhiloration cad spiritu.
al uplift that we expericnce on a fine autum day, while partly due to the stote
of the atmospherc, is probably also in part a rcaction to the sumptuous colors of
the landscape, the soft hazc in which all distant objocts are enveloped, and the
aroms of 1e5f~dust and smoke that pervades the aire

Then,qgain, the crisp coolness of autumn ig a welcome relief from the
oppressive heat of the American summcre The warmth of spring may afford equally
welcome relief from the rigors of winter to beasts and birds living in a stote of
nature, but for civilizod muman beings—wormly clad and warnly lLiouscd~—wintor is not,
in/generél, an uncomfortable scasone
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