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- TKE HONGICONG R A I N - W I N G  EP-XRIMENT 

Last June a good dea l  o f  pub l i c i ty  mas given i n  the press t o  an attempt 

made at Xongkong, China, t o  break a g-otracted drought by the process of sprinkling 

dust on .(;;?e clouds from aircraft, Aviators of t:ie Royal A i r  Force made seven 

f l i g h t s  and droqped about 100 lbs. o f  kaolin,  which was exvected by those who 

favored. the undertaking t o  cause the cloud d.roplets t o  coalesce a d  form raindrops. 

No r a i n  resu l ted .  

Some repor t s  published on the subject conveyed the idea tha t  the iionglrong 

Observatory, one of the bes t  known meteorological establishments i n  the or ien t ,  was 

responsible f o r  this attempt. The facts were these:. 

Somebody proposed , the sckeme t o  the colonial  government and the aut'nali.ities 

sought the advice of the observatory. m e  ac t ing  d i r ec to r ,  C. W. J e f f r i e s ,  recon- 

mended t ry ing  the plan once, a t  the same time s t a t i n g  tha t  he had l i t t l e  dou3t i t  

would f a i l .  He says i n  a cur ren t  scientoific journal: 

"Had the government refused t o  counteiicuice tlie experiment, there would 

have reaained a f ee l ing  i n  the public mind tha t  one possible solution of the mater 

yroblern had not  been t r ied .  

discount any subsequent c r i t i c i sm.  

The experiinents were authorized by the goverixnent t o  

No be l i e f  i n  a materially successful r e s u l t  was 

held by the aciministration o r  i t s  advisers,  including my colleagues and myself.!l 
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