
A, Science Sorvice Fggturo 

Mailed October 11, 1929, 

Released upon receipt 
but intended f o r  use 
October 18, 1929. ? Why TI= !"EAT€IEEt 'I 

By Charles Fitzhugli T a h n ,  
Authority 011 Meteorology. 

DUSTY CITY AIR --- 
Chicago i s  by no means the dustiest  o r  sr~okie4t c i t y  i n  the United States, 

but the average dus t fa l l  o r  soot fa l l  fo r  the c i ty  as a whole, according t o  recent 

measurements, reaches the impressive amount of 125 tons  per square n i l e  per month. 

The average fall i n  tke h o p  Dis t r ic t  i s  229 t o n s  per square m i l o  per month, n i t h  a 

lnaxilnum i n  one month of 460 toi lso 

Uti l iz ing data collected by 0 - W e  ArmspacB a s  t o  tho ra te  of fall of various 

kinds of i!.-ast, Dr. Arnold H. Kegel, Chicago's coimissioner of health, conclucies that 

the average amount of dust present at any one time i n  the atmosphere of the Loop 

Dis t r ic t  i s  .01 ounce per cubic foot of air. 

about 20 cubic f e e t  of  a i r  per hour, o r  480 cubic f ee t  i n  24 hours. 

An adult  w n  takes into h is  lungs 

All the dustds 

retained in  h i s  respiratory t r ac t ,  f o r  the lungs ac t  as a perfect f i l t e r  and e d a l e d  

air  i s  f r e e  from dust. 

Hence, says D r .  Kegel, a dweller in  the d i s t r i c t  acntioned takes f rom the 

air into ;?is system every day about ,065 ounce of t?ust, aiid i n  a yoar he inhales the 

surprising t o t a l  of 23.4 Ounces, o r  nearly a pound and a half. 
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