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-- THE TERM "INDLAN -- SUMldEB" 

Thanks t o  the industry of Albert Matthews, of Boston, a copious fund of 

infornztion concerning the h is tory  of the term ItIndian summert1 was publisl?ed in  the 

year 1902, though the or igin o f  the term then remined i n  dmbt  and does. 'GO t h i s  

day. 

13, 1794, i n  the journal of Major  Ebenezer Denny, kept i n  western Pennsylvmia.  

Qiree e-les dating from 1790 have since been found i n  a journal kept by Gen; 

Josiah Htzrmar during an expedition against the Indian v i l lages  near the present  s i t e  

t3at time the e a r l i e s t  known use o f  the name was i n  an entry dated October 

of Fort Wnyne, Ind. No e a r l i e r  use o f  the term i s  known i n  English; but t l io French 

equivalezt of ItIndian summer", with a description of the season, occurs i n  e book 

publisked i n  Pai-is i n  1787j quoting a l e t t e r  supposed t o  have been writ ten in 1'778. 

The f i r s t  dictionary record of the term is said t o  be that fouqd ia the 

1841 eOftion of Webster. De Quincy used the term i n  England i n  1830, and it  lns 

long been well established throughout the English-speaking wor ld .  

as poet laureate ,  fouid IlAn Indian Summertf a f i t t i n g  t i t l e  f o r  the poem he address- 

ed t o  

klf  red Austin, 

Victoria 011 her e ight ie th  birthday, contaicing the l ines:  

"Long may the Indian summer of your days 
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Yet l inger  i n  the land you love so w e l l . "  
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