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DEFINITIONS E DIiY AND WET R3AlTEB 

For everyday purposes no quantitative def ini t ions a re  needed f o r  such ex- 

pressions as "rainy day" , ':dry spe l l " ,  "droughtii, etc.  , but such def ini t ions are  

useful  i n  connection with f o r m a l  weather s t a t i s t i c s .  I n  the records published an- 

nually by the B r i t i s h  Rainfal l  Organization, including r e s u l t s  of observations at 

more ti?m 5,000 r a i n f a l l  s ta t ions  i n  the British I s l e s ,  several terms of the char.. 

a c t e r  mentioned a r e  used with precise meanings as f o l l o w s L  

A rain-day i s  a period of 24 hours on which .01 inch o r  mcre of r a i n  is  

re  corded. 

A wet-day is a period of 24 hours on which .04 inch o r  mGre of ra in  i s  

recorded. 

A rain-spell i s  a period of 15 o r  more successive days, each o f  which i s  

a rain-by. 

A wet-s?ell i s  a period of 15 o r  more jxccessive days, each o f  which i s  

a we t-day. 

An absolute drought i s  a period of  15 o r  more successive d.ays, no one o f  

which is  a rain-day. 

A p a r t i a l  drought i s  a period of 29 o r  more successive b y s ,  tlie mean 

r a i n f a l l  of which does not exceed.01 inch per day. 

A dry-spell i s  a period o f  15 o r  more successive days, no one of trhich i; 

a we t-day. 
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