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COMETS A s  WUTHEEI 

Because the appearance of a comet i n  the sky i s  a r a r e  occurreiice, i t  was 

qui te  na tura l ly  supposed by our superst i t ious forefathers ,  who hew nothing about 

the r e a l  nature and dis tances  of these objects,  to be a ffsignll of various coming 

events oii ear th ,  including weather events. Even A r i s t o t l e  fell into tho popular 

e r ror  of supposing comets t o  be connected with weather. Re says in. h i s  Ueteorology'k 

IIWhen there  a r e  many comets and they a r e  dense . a .  the  years ai-e c lear ly  

dry and windy. When they a r e  fewer and f a i n t e r ,  t h i s  e f f e c t  does not apyear i n  the 

same degree, though as a r u l e  the wind i s  found t o  be excessive e i t h e r  i n  duration 

o r  strei1gth.f' 

prof. E.s. McCartney, smmarizing the views o f  several  c l a s s i c a l  and post- 

c l a s s i c a l  w r i t e r s  says: 
't 

IfThe comet ca l led  Ilampas1 (rtorchl), when i t  appeared i n  the eas t ,  in- 

volved a l l  the lands of the Orient i n  misty weather, in jur ious  to  crops; i n  the 

south i t  caused Africa t o  s t ruggle  with drought and a plague of snalces; 

it brought t o  I t a l y  continual overflowing of  the streams; 

ger. 

i n  the west 

i n  the north i t  n e a n t  hun- 

The comet ca l led  t l a q a d i a s l  (ttorch-bearer!), when turned toward tho east, 

portended f o r  Pers ia  and Syria  drought, thmderboi ts ,  destruct ion o f  crops, and the 

burning o f  palaces. 

solar ec l ipses  s ign i f ied  wind, r a i n  and t e r r i b l e  heat,ll 

The Chaldeans believed that comets as well  as both lunar and 

The ancient and s t i l l  prevalent notion that comets a r e  associated with hot 

weather i s  probably perpetuated by the f a c t  that i n  such weather there i s  a prepon- 

derance o f  c l e a r  skies,  favorable f o r  the discovery o f  these c e l e s t i a l  visi tors.  
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