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WEATHER FORECASTS FOR SHIPPqS 

lliEL1z,' kinds o f  merchandise a r e  susceptible t o  injury by extreme texgerrrttwes 

while i n  cowse  o f  shipment unless  special  precautions a r e  taken t o  protect  t'- lmn. 

In order t'ht shippers m y  protect  t h e i r  goods against  such conditions o r  t i x e  t h e i r  

shipments so as t o  avoid the danger o f  injury,  the United S t a t e s  Weather Bureau is- 

sues from i t s  var ious forecast ing centers  w h a t  a r e  ca l led  "shipperst forecastsff .  

These a r e  issued only when damging temperatures above 90 degrees i n  summer and be- 

low freezing i n  winter a r e  expected over shipping routes. 

"Protect shi jpents  during the next 24 t o  36 hours from temperatures as follows: 

Nor th  and e a s t ,  24 6egrees; west 25 t o  30:ctegi.oes; south, 32 degrees." Such fore-  

A t y p i c a l  forecast  reads: 

casts apply t o  routes  leading out of the towns where the f o r e c a s t s  a r e  issued. 

some s t a t iox  the  information i s  pr in ted  on cards  f o r  prompt d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  the  

i n t e r e s t s  coilcerned. 

A t  

As i t  i s  cheaper t o  ship perishable goods i n  ordinary f r e i g h t  c a r s  t h n  

i n  insulated o r  heated cars  i n  winter and i n  re f r igera tor  cars i n  summer, the  know- 

ledge that extreme temperatures w i l l  not occur over the prospective route i s  valu- 

a b l e  t o  the shipper. 

vegetables, n i n e r a l  waters, i n k ,  etc. ,  these special  forecas ts  a r e  valuable i n  con- 

nect ion with shipment o f  some commodities that a r e  not iiijured by t e q e r a t u r e  exr 

tremes. For example, sand and gravel  a r e  wet when loaded. 

unloading and t i e  up the cars; 

Apart from t h e i r  obvious appl icat ion t o  the shipment of f r u i t ,  

Freezing would delay 

an  expensive a l t e r n a t i v e  being the  thawing of the  

shipment with steam. 
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