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By C h r l e s  Fitzkugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology, 

A_ SCilEIdE FOR RESORTIITG CLOUTlS 

There a r e  only ten main types of cloud i n  the Internat ional  Cloud Classifi- 

cation, but wny subtypes a r e  more o r  l e s s  widely recognized and some of these a re  

associated w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  s i tua t ions  of  wind a n d .  Weathero As weather forecas te rs  

would l i k e  t o  have as d e f i n i t e  i n f o r m t i o n  a s  possible about the kinfin o f  clouds 

present a.t the various places  shown on the weatker m p ,  a p r a c t i c a l  scheme f o r  de- 

t a i l ed  cloud reports  has  been evolvedo 

The f i r s t  proposal along t h i s  l i n e  appeared a few years  ago i n  Dr. 17.J. 

H q h e y s *  book Q'ogs and Clouds". 

!'It i s  believed," says this authori ty ,  ' I that  a much closer  approach t o  

agreement among cloud observers than now obtains,  when the strato-ciuulus, for in- 

stance, covers as many s i n s  as c b r i t y ,  could be had by matching cloudsca-ges with 

cloud p ic tures ,  instead o f  naming tizun. To encourage such matching, f o r  agreement i s  

v i t a l  to understanding and p r o f i t a b l e  use, and also t o  f a c i l i t a t e  recording and re- 

porting, an a r b i t r a w  symbol, t;tb,t 1acJ' etc., i n  which the  f i r s t  l e t t e r  stands f o r  

the type and the  second f o r  the slibty-po, should be given t o  eac3 cloud represented, 

i n  addition t o  i t s  nae.!f 

A t  the  recent inter imtional  conference of meteorologists at Copmhagen 

t h i s  suggestion was considered, and a committoe mas appointed t o  prepare a set  of  

typ ica l  cloud pictures.  Each p i c t u r e  mill be nunbered. 

clouds by these numbers. Both the observer and the f o r e c a s t e r  will havo before him 

a se t  o f  the  numbcred p i c t u r e s ,  so that thcro w i l l  be l i t t l e  room f o r  misundefstctndr 

Observers w i l l  report  the 

ing a:; t o  what kind o f  cloud was ac tua l ly  seen. 
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