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REASSURIN& MJRRICANE RECORDS 

T!7-e a r e a  of the West Indies i s  large. The area of destruct ion i n  a '::est 

Indian hu?i-lcane i s  always r e l a t i v e l y  small. 

tkat one o r  imre of these s torms  occur every year,  the occurre11ce of daioagil'ig winds 

i s  a coLipamtively ra re  event at any p a r t i c u l a r  place i n  the islands. 

Thus i t  happens that, despite t:lc f a c t  

Some f i g u r e s  that i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  f a c t  have recently been publislzed by Dr. 

0.L. Passig f o r  the island of Porto Rico. During the 30 years from 1899 t o  1528, 

inclusive,  t h i s  la rge  is land was affected by 20 hurricanes. 

overwhelmingly destructive.  

general  rains. 

Two of these stol%s vert 

Six caused heavy l o c a l  losses,  combined w i t h  beiielicial  

In  the remaining twelve the area of destruct ive winds d id  i lo t  touch 

the  island, and the  losses  due t o  wind were ins igni f icant  i n  comparison with the 

grea t  benef i t  t o  crops and municipal water supplies resu l t ing  Prom the at tendant  

rains . 
!?Le two great  hurricane disasters-the "Sari Ciriacoll storm of  Augpst 8,1899, 

1 and t h e  llSazl Felipetl s to rm o f  September 13, 1928-occurred a t  the  beginning and the 

end o f  tke 30-year period, so  that Port0 Hico lmd a long r e s p i t e  f rom such cve:its. 

During tlie %year period 1917-1925 no hurricane winC;s blew anywhere i n  the 'island. 
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