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-_.. THE - DUST -.A- M3RI'I;ON 

Travel by air  i s  making famil iar  t o  .mny people the -ghenomenon known as 

$:le !'dust :iorizon;lf a sor t  of f a l s e  horizon formeC. above the t r u e  one and iilarking 

the upper boundary of a lager  o f  dust i n  the lover atmosphereo It i s  best  s e m  f rom 

a l o f t y  vantage point,  and i s  usually a s t ra ight  l ine.  

phenomenon: 

S i r  Napier Shaw says o f  t k i s  

* "It marks the top o f  the layor of air, gcnerally but not  always the sup- 

face layer ,  which contains suff ic ient  dust t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  i t  from the layer  zhove 

by a well+arked boundary, The conditiolis a r e  favorable f o r  i t s  appearance v.-!hen 

the surface layers  a r e  cornparat ively f r e e  from oddiesoll 

Another condition favoring the appearanco o f  t h i s  l i n e  i s  the e x i s t e w e  

of W i B t  meteorologists c a l l  a lltemporaturo inversion;ll i.o., a layer  o f  air near 

the e m t h l s  surface colder than the air  a3ovo i to  

In the Punjab h i l l  s ta t ions ,  i n  India, t h i s  boundary l i n c  between c h i l l e d  

air below anC warmer air above i s  a familiar s ight  i n  October, a f t e r  the se;-?.son o f  

the flrains:' when the s o i l  becomes dry enough t o  form dust, and as i t s  ay-?eara,iico 

ushers i n  the cool season i t  i s  ca l led  the Itcold vieather line." 

Zllsworth Huntington doscribes a similar phenomonon seen from a l o f t y  

mountain slope on the soutliwest of the Tiwim basin, i n  c e n t r a l  Asia. He says! 

!!Our gaze went o u t  far beyond ( the  lower mountains) t o  where the last  

l o w  h i l l s  gave place t o  a strange yellow band, X t  seemed a t  f i rs t  t o  be the 

sandy desert  o f  the  heart  of Asia; but during the two hours of o u r  stay on t he  

p3ss it ex-anded and rose, and we then knew it  f o r  the inevi table  dust ha20 which 

shrouds the country more than half the year." 
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