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By Charles Fitzbugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology!, 

ADDISON RND TI33 ItGRE11T STO3W. 

AdS;.isoii's poem "The Campaign," wri t ten i n  1704 t o  celebrate  &rlboroTqhf 8 

victory a t  Blenheim, contains the following l ines:  

IlSo when an angel by divine comimnd 
With r i s i n g  tempests shakes a gui l ty  land, 
Such as of l a t e  o 'er  pa le  Britannia passld,  
Calm and serene he dr ives  the furious b l a s t :  
And, p leas ld  thl Almightyls orders t o  perform, 
Rides i n  the whirlwind and d i r e c t s  tho storm." 

The tempest that l lo le r  pa le  Britannia passfdt! occurred i n  the l a t t e r  par t  

of' Noveniber, 1703, and l i v e s  i n  weather h i s tory  as the Great Storm. It i s  suFposed 

t o  have COMe nearer t o  equaling the violence of a t rop ica l  hurricane than any other 

tempest that ever v i s i t e d  t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s D  

Macaulay, writ ing of the extraordinary e f fec t  produced by t h i s  comprison 

of the victor ious general t o  a n  angcl guiding the whirlwind, says i t  was due chief ly  

to the one l i n e  mentioning the disastrous s t o r m  that was then a vivid memory i n  the 

minds of the English people, and the recent book "Great Storms'l,  by Laughton and 

Beddon, says: 

IfTPhere can be l i t t l e  doubt that t h i s  passage, and par t icu lar ly  the one l i n e  

i n  i t ,  was the making of the poem, and, incidental ly ,  of Addison, In the fashion of 

that age .*a he was rewarded by an under-secretaryship o f  s t a t e ;  and as i t  seems un-. 

l i k e l y  t h t  Addisonis genius would have expanded i n  poverty as i t  d i d  beneath the 

sunshine of fame and fortune, i t  may be held t o  be l i t t l e  i f  any exaggeration t o  say 

that i t  i s  thus t o  the Groat Storm that we owe the ISpectatorl.ll 
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