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By Charles Pitzhugh Talmen,
Authority on Meteorologye

TEE EIGHBST VOATHER STATION

For more than seven years, beginning in October, 1893, Harvard College'
maintained, as an adjubttof its large astronomical observatory at Afequipa, Peru?u
a emall weather station onwthe sumit of the neighboring volcano of El Misti, 19,200
feet above sea level. If was the highest scientific station ever establishedgﬁ

As the climbing of this Volcano was a difficult mountaineering feety, which

ugually involved severe mountain sickness, Profe 3.1. éailey, wha founded the sta-
tion, conceived the bold idea of cutting a trail for mules to the sumit and of
utilizing these animals in meking ascentss This plan was carried oute ‘Builﬁing
materials and instruments were carried up on muleback, and during the period obw-
servations were maintained the observers deponded on mules to aid them in making
periodical visits to the station for the purpose of rewinding the self-reogistering
ingtruments, changing the record sheets, etce kNobody remained permanently at the
station, which was visited, as a rule, three times a monthe |

ane priests from Arequipa accomplished the ascent of the mountain and
blessed the station om fhe sumite Thoir feat was the more remarksble because they
took with them a full set of vestmonts and other regquisites for the religious
ceremony, including candles onclosed in glass screens to keep them from being blown
out in the high windse

(Ail rights roserved by Sclence Sorvice,lnc.)
sciiiEENEEEEEcm :

2lst and B Sts. .
Washington, D.Ce.



