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The dust whirlwinds o f  d e s e r t s  and dry p l a i n s ,  known i n  t h e  southjvestern 

United S t a t e s  as " t w i s t e r s t t ,  bear  a s u p e r f i c i a l  resemblance t o  tornadoes,  t h o k h  

d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h e i r  mode o f  o r i g i n .  

l ence  i s  ind ica t ed  by t h e  follovrin: n a r r a t i v e ,  f o r  which tve are indebted  t o  S .  D .  

F l o r a ,  of the U. S.  Yeather Sureau: 

That they a r e  sometimes o f  considerable  vio- 

On May 17, 1927, L. 'J. G i l b e r t ,  a t r a v e l i n g  engineer of the  Santa Fe 

dai lway,  was i n  the  cab of tne  f r o n t  engine o f  a double-header Santa  3% passenger 

t r a i n  about 25 mi les  west o f  Dodge C i ty ,  Kansas, when t h e  enginemen no t i ced  a h i g h ,  

dark  column, which they t o o k  at f i rs t  t o  be a p r a i r i e  f i r e ,  poss ib ly  15 miles  t o  

the  southwest.  As i t  apTroached they r e a l i z e d  that i t  mas a good-sized dust w h i r l ,  

neaded ac ross  t h e i r  p a t h  as they sped westward at t h e  rate o f  60 miles an hour.  

When the whirl s t ruck ,  with an iinpact t h a t  was d i s t i n c t l y  f e l t  i n  the  

huge engine,  i t  was ixposs ib l e  t o  s e e  ac ross  the cab for sever81 seconds.  'men ' 

they had run out o f  i t ,  they discovered t h a t  the engine b e l l  was missing,  and t h a t  

t he  s h i e l d  of t he  supe r s t ruc tu re  over t h e  steam dome and the pop va lve  were t o r n  

l o o s e .  The glass on t h e  south s i d e  of t h e  f r o n t  locomotive was broken out, and 

both  engines  were covered with d i r t  and sand. 

The s!qy mas e n t i r e l y  c l e a r  at the  time and there was no s ign  o f  the  wild- 

l y  rush ing  clouds f r o m  which the  funnel  of a tornado usua l ly  descends.  
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