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DeryKiing tkat a f f e c t s  atmospheric " v i s i b i l i t y n  (as the degree of trane- 

parency of the  atmosphere i s  ra ther  absurdly c a l l e d  nowadays by aeronauts and 

meteorologists) has acquired new i n t e r e s t  of l a t e  because of  i t s  importance i n  con- 

nection w i t h  a e r i a l  navigation: 

smoke haze Khat often p r e v a i l s  over vast  a r e a s  of the  African continents 

cent discussion o f  the prospects of c i v i l  av ia t ion  i n  East Africa,  Ih Tyms says2 

It i s  therefore timely t o  say something about the 

In a re- 

Qhe srnoko from graGs f i r e s  has of ten  been c i t e d  as a cause of l o w  vis i -  

b i l i t y  which would i n t e r f e r e  mith flying. Riile it  does i n t e r f e r e  with such 

operations as &ir photograjjhy, tliero i s  no evidence that the  smoke i s  ever so dense 

o r  widespread as t o  imke ordinary f l y i n g  diffieull: Grass and sometimes bush ' i s  

burnt by tke na t ives  toward t h e  middle of the dry season, so that tlie c a t t l e  iray 

feed on the young growth which springs up a f t e r  the f i r e .  

the eeazon i s  July and A u p s t .  In Keiiya i t  i s  January and February, In some 

In southern Tmganyika 

p a r t s  02 Uganda grass f i r e s  occur in  t!ie dry season between the two rains;  i.e., 

i n  July; In ths  Sudan large f i r e s  occur i n  the sudd swamps i n  January and February,, 

In d l  cases  burnt and burning p a r t i c l e s  of g rass  a r e  c a r r i e d  with the smoke t o  a 

height of ,iany thousands of feet.1' 

African garass f i r e s  and tlie smoke tlioy cause have been described by 

scores of explorers. 

between Yny and Octobor f u l l y  20 per  cent. of the cont inental  area between the 

b a y  years  ago Dr. van Danckelmann est i imted that annually 

equakor and tile t rop ic  of Camicorn was burned over* 
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