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BRITISE STORYS

Te tremendous stormg that have recently swept over the British Isles, re-
ported to have been the most disastrous in half a century, recall some of those that
have made history in bygone days in the same vart of the world.

- Tre gales that gtrewed the wrecizs of helf the Svanish Armada on the I-igh |
and. Scottish coasts in 1588 are historic, but little is 'ovm about them wmetzor-
ologically. Te do know, hovever, that the Spanish ships were unseaworthy anxd thnt
their navizators vere unskillful, so that their destruction does not necesgarily
imply that the storms were of extraordinary violence,

Te most famous of all 3ritish teupests was the "Great Storm" of Noveaber,
1703; sometimes called "Defoels Storm," because the author.of Robinson Crusoce wiote
a boolr about it. This was one of the few knomm exarples of a widesnread storn far
outside the tropics in which the rwinde rivaled in force those of a tro;ical hurricane.,
Its greatest toll ofvdeath and destruction v&s at sea, "hefo scores of ships went
dowvn and wore than 8,000 seamen perished.

The nost furious tempest to vislt the British Isles during the ninevcenth
century was probably that of January 6-7, 1839, cometimes referred to as the "Big
Wind in Ireland," thouzh the Tmerald Isle as far from having a wmononoly of it, The
"1Royal Charter! Storm" of Qct. 25-28, 1859, so called because the stoam clipder
"Royal Charter" wap wrecked in it on the coast of Wales with a loss of over 4ZC lives,
gave a groat lupetus to the establishment of the British storm~rarning service.
Charles Dickens wrote a description of the shipwreck.

A roat gale that éwept Scotland on Dec., 28, 1879, destroyed part of the
railway bridge over the Firth of Tay, with a loss of 75 lives. This "Tay 3ridge
Disaster” started important engineering investigations on the subjeoct of wind

pressures,
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