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3391 T I  SIl  STORKS 

Tie treizendous storins t h a t  have receiitly smept over the British Isles, re- 

ported t o  have beoil the r ios t  disastrous i n  half a ceetw-y, r e c a l l  s o w  of Kiose that 

have md-o h i s t o r y  9n bygone days i n  the sariie pwt o f  the Fosld. 

Ifr-e ga les  t'hat strewed tho mrocirs o f  half  the S?&iiish Ariimcla on t'he Iz i sh  

and- Scot t i sk  coasts i n  1588 aye h i s t o i d c ,  but l i t t l e  is  h o v n  about tho21 LA~I*~>oL'- 

ologically.  

t h e i r  navip.'Goi-s Vei-8 uns!rillful, so that t h e i r  destruct ion cioes not necesea-ily 

imply th-t the StoiTfia vere o f  extraordinary violence. 

?e 8.0 knov, horevor, that the Spanish shine yere unsea-orthy a d .  tl-,..t 

Tie ::,os% fanous o f  a l l  3i-itish tcfrpssts 1 ~ ~ s  the IfC-;-eat Stor,nll o f  Sovcaber, 

1703; soi-.ic.tL;;:es called "Defoe t s Stom,11 because the a u t h o r  o f  Bobfnson CiWsoo m o t e  

a boo? about it. 

outside the ti*O>7iCEi ir! which the Fin& 1-ivaled i n  force tliosa o f  3, t ro?ical  :iuz-:?icane. 

This mas one of the fev kiiom exrzxglcs o f  a nid-ecywd sto:*x far 
? 

I ts  zi-catcst t o l l  o f  death and destruct ion &s at s e a ,  whOi-0 9cores of sliips rre.-it 

dovn and  SO?^ than 8,000 seaimn perished. 

The a o s t  furious t e q e s t  t o  v i s i t ,  tho B r i t i s h  I ~ l o o  & r i n g  the iil:i3*uec?:lth 

century vas p;-05,2bly t h a t  o f  January 6-7, 1839, zoaeti,me ::efcri-cd- t o  as thc "Big 

gave a g ~ o a t  i q e t u s  t o  the establishrilent o f  thc 3rit is11 stoxm-mrninz so;'vico. 

Clmrles Didreiins wrote a &?.scription o f  tho sk iprock .  

A -,i*cat gnlo tb,t sweyt Scotland O:I Doc. 28, 1879, destroyed na:.L o f  t h o  
ra i lTay >z5c?Ce OVoi* the Fii*th of Tay, with a loss of 75 l i v o o .  
Disasterll s t a r t e d  i q o r t a n t  enginecTing invostig:ttions 02 the subject of pri:ic? 
pres  sums. 
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