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By Charles Fitzhugh Talmsn, 
Authority on Meteorologye 

Though botanizing is out of season, one of the most in te res t ing  spectacles 

afforded by the plant world now awaits the a t ten t ive  observer i n  the woods, where, 

on a f ros ty  morning, he may hapyen upon a clump of dead stems of the dit tany 

( Cunila origanoides) decoi-wtsc? with the delicate ribbons o r  shell-like whorls of 

i c e  known as "ice fringes':. 

These curious appendages are not deposited f r o m  the atmosphere, a f t e r  

the manner of hoarfrost ,  'but a re  fotmed from water that r i s e s  from the s o i l  inside 

the plant stems6 They a re  about as thick as a knifeblade, ssd one, t w o  or several 

may be found on a single stem0 

grow t o  a length of six o r  seven inches and they are  f r v m  half an inch t o  two 

men they assume the ribbon form they sometimes 

inches wide. 

The origin of these fr inges i s  a sc i en t i f i c  puzzPe0 Nobody has ever 

expalined why the water does not freeze inside tho stems, but only a t  the suxface, 

o r  why the ice assmeg tho form of a thin projscting ribbbn rdhor than a coating 

spread over the plant 
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