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Autlzority on Meteorology 

JAIUARY WEA- 

January i n  the nortizern United S ta tes  and southern Canada i s  a nonth of 

frequent and rap id  weather changes. Examino a f i l e  of dai ly  weather r-t,ps f o r  t h i s  

month i n  almost any p s t  year,  and you w i l l  see that the ~l lowsl l  that bring Us  Our 

upo and downsof tenperaturo, a l t e r n a t i o n s  of clouds and sunshino, and othor atnos- 

pheric  v ic i ss i tude8  a re  i n  sn i f t  r.:ovcmont across  the country. There i s  no tendency 

t o  halt and stagnate,  such as nay be observed i n  the  summer months. 

that these traveline, weather systems move at higher speed and hence a r r i v e  i n  mor@ 

rapid succession at any given g lace  i n  January than in  any o ther  month o f  the  year- 

Tlley a l so  reach t h e i r  l a rges t  average s ize ,  and many sweep far  t o  the  southward, SO 

S t a t i s t i c s  show 

that t h e i r  e f f e c t s  a r e  f e l t  over a. wide a rea  o f  the continent. 

,The proverb that 11as the days begin t o  lengthen the cold begins t o  

strengthen" of course does not mean w h a t  i C  says, as tho downward trend o f  the 

annual t e q e r a t u r e  curve begins back in  midsummer. 

i s  generally true: i s  that the weather continuos t o  grow colder a f t e r  the winter 

That the  proverb means and whzt 

co ls t ice ,  despi te  the  fac t  that the sun i s  now mounting higher i n  the sky and stW- 

ing longer above the horizon. 

of the  lowest temperature o f  the year i s  arouind the 18th of J-U~VP 

In  m o s t  of temperate Worth America the normal date 
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