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[iOTHER CAREY'S CHICKENS

"The stormy netrels, or Mother Carey's chickens, so ominous to sailors,”
says A. Steinmetz, "either forecast a storm or show that one has been raging in the
latitudes vhere ther appear so mysteriously, as it were 'wallting on the sea,! like
St. Peter in the gospel (whence their Italian name, Petrello, or 'littld Peterh.
The cause of their apoearance isthe presence of the marine credtures upon which
they feed, vhich are kept on the surface by the agltated waves of the. tempest or
the swell tzat precedes it." This explanation of the appearance of petrels befors
a storm was offered by Thomas Pennant, the British naturalist, in the eighteenth
century and is gquite plausible.

There are several species of stormy petrel, assigned bycx?ithologists to
the family Procellariidae, the name of which is from the Latin word "orocella,! a
storme The name “Mbther Carey" is a corrustion of lUater Cara (vdear mother"), rew-
ferring to the Virgin Mary, who was invoked by sailors in stormy weather. The 3
French call these birds Moiseaux de Notre Dame." According to legend, each bird
contains the soul of n dead seamane

Sailor's sometimes apply the term "Mother Carey's chickens¥ to flakes of
falling snowe
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