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"TAe s toray ne t r e l s ,  O i l  Mother Cai-eyt 8 chickens, SO ominous t o  S 3 i l O l T l  " 

says A. Ste ime tz ,  Ileither forecast  a storm o r  shoa that one has been raging in  the 

la t i tudes  vherc the;: ,zp;Jem s o  m;rste:-iously, as i t  TTere ~ i d . k i n g  on the sea,I lik,e 

S t e  Peter i n  the gospel ( ~ n e n c e  the i r  I t a l i a n  -name, Pe t re l lo ,  or I l i t tL8  Peter?. 

The cause of t'ncir ap;searmce is the preseilce of the iimrine creatures upon nhich 

they feed, vklich are kept on the surfsce by the agi ta ted mves of the tempest O r  

the snel l  t iat  ?recedes it." This ex-planation of the apmarance of Pe t re l s  before 

h storm m s  offsred by Thorns Pennant, the Br i t i sh  n n t u r d i s t ,  i n  the eighteenth 

centumj and is  quite pLxusible. 

'irnere are several species of s toimy pe t re l ,  assigned 5y  cpnit'nologfsts t o  
J 

t'ne f m i l y  Procel lnr i idse,  the nziile of vhich i s  from the Latin nord "proce113," 3 

s t o r m e  

ferri-ig t o  the V i T g i n  Mary, nho m-~s invoked by s2ilors i n  stormy rrcnthor. 

French c a l l  theee 'sirds "ofsenax dg Notre 3 m e r "  

Tlie n m e  ":dother C,mey" is  a corru-?tion of EdTtei. Car? (Itdear mother'), re- 

The : 

According t o  legend, e?ch b i rd  

contains the s o u l  of n dead s8.m.m. 

Sz$lor's 8ol:ilctisee c~pply tho term "Mother Cmeyts chickens" t o  fl.dces of 

f a l l i n g  snowc 
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