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ERUITmEROST SERVICES

The season of orchard-heating as a protection against frost has now
arrived in the citrus-growing regions of the United Statess. As an adjunct of this
means of protection the United States Weathe; Bureau has maintained for some years
in California intensive Mfruit-frost" services, amd during the present winter one is
being organized in the Satsuma orange district of southern Alabamae '

The first step in operating a fruit-frost service is to make a detailéd
temperature survey of the district concerned, by recording the temperatures at a
large number of points through one or more seasons and cemparing ‘the records with
those made at a central point, known as the‘ﬂkey statioms" While the temperatures
occurring at a given time varj-widely from place to place, on accofint of difference
in topography and exposure, the relations between them and those observed at the
ey station are found to be remarkably constante Hence when a prediction of a cer-
tain temperature is made for the key station, euch: grower knows what temperature to
expect in his ownﬂocality, Bven in a single large grove of diversified toéography,
widely different temperatures may be expected for the different partss

‘ With the aid ;f data obtained from these surveys growers not only know
when and where to light their hoeatebs, but also how to distribute heating equipment
to the best advantage: f$n fact, if tne survey is made befdre the planting of the
groves the latter can be located in accordance with its results so as to insure
pinimum danger from frost,

The Weather Bureau assigns a apecialist to make the survey and, in subse-
quent seasons, to issue forecasts at the key station, inspect and test thermometers,

give advice to growers, etc.
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