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ANTARCTIC ICE

Descriptions of the endless fields of ice and snow over vhich Admiral
Byrd hns recently flown remind us of tho fact that we ~re still living in n lce
2ge; the latest of several through which the earth h~s passed. When the present
one was at itheight, in'the Pleistocene, some 12,000,000 square miles of the
earth's surface lay under avblanket of .ice, of which about dne—half gtill remains
tnmelted. The Antarctic ice sheet has an area of about 5,0C0,000 square miles.

Thié largest remnant of the Quaternary ice age is of unknown depth.
Wright and Priestley, the glaciologists of Scott!'s expedition, estimate that its
average thickness is not more than 2,000 feet. ‘On the other hand, Prof. Wilhelm
Meinardus, a veteran student of polar problemg, believes that the land of
Antarctics ig only about as high as the nearest parts of Africa, South America and
Australia, aVeraging about 2,060 feet, and that all of the great Antarctic plateaﬁ
above thotlevel is ice. The altitude of the plateau is supposed to range from
6,000 to 10,000 feet above sea level. On this basis he computes for the ice shoct
a volume of 26,000,000,C00,000,000 cubic yards; enough ice to cover all Europe to
a depth of over 6,500 feet, of to blanket the whole earth under a layer between
120 and 130 feet.
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