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ANTARCTIC 

Descriptions of the endloss f i e l d s  of ice  and snow ovoi- rthich A d m i r 4  

Byrd hl-s recently f l o ~ m  remind us of tho f z c t  thnt T.70 -.re s t i l l  Living in an i ce  

"go; tho l?,tost of s a v e r 4  through which tho c w t h  h-,s pwsed. Vhen the present 

one was a t  ih l ie ight ,  insthe Pleistocene, some 12,00@,0@0 square miles of the 

ear thr ,  surface lay  under a blanket of . ice,  of which about one-half s t i l l  rema$ns 

w e l t e d .  The Antarctic ice  sheet has an area of about 5,000,COO square miles. 

miis largest  remnant of the Quaternary ice ago i s  o f  unknonn depth. 

Fright and Priest ley,  the glaciologis ts  of Scgttr s expodition, estimate. that  i t s  

average thickness i s  n o t  mo1.e than 2,000 fee t .  On the other hand, Prof. Wilhelm 

Meinardus, a veteran student of  polar problems, believes that the land of 

Antarctica is only about as  high as the nearest pa r t s  of Africa, South America and 

Australia, averaging about 2,CCO f e e t ,  and that  a l l  of tho great  Antarctic plateau 

above t b k l e v e l  i s  ice. 

6,000 t o  10,Coo f e e t  abovo sea level. 

a Volume of 26,000,0~G,C00,000,000 cubic yards; 

a depth of over 6,5CO f e c t ,  o r  t o  blanket the whole ear th  undor a layer  between 

120 and 130 fee t .  

The a l t i t ude  o f  the platoau is  supposed t o  range from 

On th i s  basis  he computes f o r  the i C Q  shoct 

enough ice t o  cover all Europo t o  
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