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BREAKING A DROUGHT IN SALVADOR

The following story may or may not be true. It was published many years
ago in a leading American newspaper, and appeared in a report of the Smithsonian
Institution.

In a certain department of Salvador there had been no raid for nearly a
year and the people were brought to such a pass that they were actually dying of
thirst, to say nothing of the total destruction of their crops and a general paraly-
sis of industry, Finally the principal alcade of the department issued this decree:

"Conéidering that the Supreme Creator has not behaved well in this provincu.
a8 in the whole of last year only one shower of rain fell; that in this summer, not-
withstanding all the processions, prayers and praises, 1t has not railned at all, and
consequently the crops on which depend the prosperity of the whole départment are
entirely ruined, it is decreed:

WArticle 1. If within the peremptory period of eight days from the date .
of this decree rain does not fall abundantly, no one will go to mass or say prayers.

Article 2, If the drought continues eight days more, the churches and
chapels shall be burned and missals, rosaries and other objects of devotion shall
be destroyed.

Mirticle 3. If, finally, in & third peried of eight days it does not rainm,
all the priests, friars, and nuns shall be beheadede And for the present permission
is given for the commission of all sorts of sin, in order that the Supreme Creator
may understand with whom he has to deal.®

The most remarkable feature of this affair, adds the narrator, is the pnown
fact that four days after these resolutions were promulgnted the heaviest rainfall /

for years drenched the parching commumitye.
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