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BREAKING ,A DROUGHT IN SALVDOR 

The following s tory may or,may no t  be true. It was published mW Years 

390 i n  n lending Ameyican newspaper, and appeared i n  ct report of the Srnithsoniw 

Insti tution. 

I n  a cer ta in  department of Szlvndor there had been no raid f o r  nearly a 

Year and the people were brought t o  such a pass t h t  they were ac tua l ly  dying of 

thirst, t o  Say Dothing of the t o t a l  destruction of t h e i r  crops and a general par=llF-. 

siB of inaustWt Final ly  the principal. alcsde of the department issued t h i s  decreed 

HConkiidering that the supreme Creator has not behaved well i n  this pr0VincG. 

that i n  t h i s  summer, nota- as in the whole of l a s t  year only one shower of ra in  f e l l ;  

"rithstnnding 311 the processions, prayers and praises,  i t  has not rained at a l l ,  and 

the crops on which depend the prosperity of the vhole depzrtment a re  

ent i re ly  ruined, i t  $8 decreed: 

"Article 1. If within the peremptory period of eight b y s  from the dzte . 

of 'this decree rain 6oes not  f a l l  abundantly, no one m i l l  go t o  mass o r  sny prayers. 

WArticle 2. If the drought continues eight d3ys more, the churches and 

chapels sha l l  be burned snd missals, ros i r ies  and other objects of devotion sha l l  

be destroyed. 

"Article 3, If, f ina l ly ,  i n  a third periQd of e ight  &ys it  does not rain, 

And f o r  the present permission a l l  the p r i e s t s ,  friars, md  nuns sha l l  be beheaded. 

i s  given f o r  the commission of a l l  sort@ of s in ,  i n  order tha t  the Supreme Creator 

m y  understand w i t h  whom he has t o  deal. 

f a c t  that 
f o r  years 

The most  remarkable feature  of $his a f f a i r ,  adds the narrator, i s  t h e h o r n  
four clays d t e r  these resolutions were promulgated the henviest rainfall / 
drenched the parching community. 
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