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BNOrnR "POIAR YEAR'! 

A memorable event i n  the history of science mas the system of meteorologi- 

cal  and magnetic observations ca r r i ed  out i n  the polar  regions during the ''Inter- 

riational Polar Year" from A w s t ,  1882, t o  August, 1883, when fourteen expeditions, 

sent Out by twelve different  m t i o n s ,  were i n  the f i e ld ;  twelve i n  the Arctic and 

two i n  the Antarctic,  The observatioas were made at fixed s ta t ions tzccordimg t o  5 

Program, and the r e su l t s  were eventually published i n  d e t a i l ,  i n  a ser ies  of 

large volunes 

Meteorologists a r e  now planning a Becon& Ifpolar year" f o r  1932-33 *- the 

f i f t i e t h  anniversary of the f i r s t  one -- i n  aocordnnce with suggestions of D r .  Simp- 

son, director of the Br i t i sh  Meteorological Office. 

far a8 possible a l l  the s ta t ions establishad i n  1882-83 and a l s o  establish a number 

It i s  proposed t o  reoccupy as 

Of additional stations.  Elaborate expedhtions w i l l  n o t  generally be necessaa ,  as, 

with present-day methods of t r ave l ,  there  should be l i t t l e  d i f f i cu l ty  in .  reaching 

the proposed poin ts  of observation, the observers w i l l  keep i n  touch with the w o r l d  

bY radio, and the use o f  improved, self-registering instruments w i l l  obviate the 

necessity of large par t ies .  

One of the pr incipal  objects  of t h i s  enterprise w i l l  be t o  secure accurate 

Another mjor ac t iv i ty  w i l l  be the up-to-date nabnetic char ts  of the polar regions. 

study of the aurora,. 

l a t i on  i n  the polar regions, both at the ear th 's  surface and at high levels,  and i t s  
relat ions t o  the circulat ion i n  lower la t i tudes.  
p r i l l  be secured not only by means of cloud and balloon observations, but also 
through the establishment of several s ta t ions on mountains i n  Greenlad, Iceland, 
Spit sbergen and e l  sewhere. 

Most important of a l l  w i l l  be the study o f  atmospheric circu- 

In the Arctic data from high levels  
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