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SO-CALLED "BAROE3!F3RS1 

hbst weather toys and other non-scientific vreather instruments ai*e really 

crude hygroscopes, which indicate whether or not the air is well supolied with 

invisible water vapor. 

"bal-oseters,'l they do not, like the true barometer, measure the pressure Of the 

Though a majority of these are popul.arly described as 

atmosphere, and whatever value they have as weather prognosticators dewnds W o n  

the fact that in a general way an increase of atmospheric moisture points, to a Prob,' 

ability of rain, while a decrease indicates the likelihood of a dry spell. , 

In some of these hygroscopes, such as the famil.isr "weather house," varia- 

tions Of uoisture cause certain parts of the device, to move, but there are ot?lOrs in 

which the action is chemical rather than meahailicnl. 

consists of paper treated with substances that cause it to assume different colors 

according to the degree of humidity. 

chloride of cobalt, and the papcr is blue rhon dry, grad&lly changing tonnrd Pidc. 

with an incroase of moisture. 

fanciful designs, including flowers, 3.md.scaps and the like. 

figure of a girl, whose skirt changes color with the stato of the air. 

In these the sensitive P r t  

In most cascs the principal ingredient is 

Thoso chaniical. hygroscopeo are made in a nulllbcr of 

One is a paper 
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