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SKOWSHIDS -

The transcontinental railroads of America have spent many millions of
dollare in constructing and maintaining snowsheds on their lines over the western.»
mountains, where the combination of heavy winter smowfall and steep slopes aQJacegt
to the traclzs maltes this 1zind of protection imperative, .

On the Canadian Pacific seven mi}es-pf snowsheds, containing 26,000,000
feet of lumiver, were built at a cost of $3,000,000,- On the Great Northern for ten
miles dowa the western slope at the end of the Gésgade’Tunnel 76 per cent.. of the
distance has bheen protected at a cost of nearly $1,500,000:~ These sheds have con~
crete retaining walls and a timber roof designed for a 1oad‘of 1,500 pounds per
square foot, At tvo points on this line councrete gallerieé, which are practically
dovble-traci: tunnels, have been built in open hillside cuts.:

The mont extensive system of sheds, however, is that of the Southern
Pacific betreen 3luve Canyon and Truckee, at the crest of the Sierra, .The snow-
foll in thic ¢istrict is hardly surpassed anywhere in HWorth America, amounting in
gome yearé'bo more than 65 feet. Mo cove with this extraordinary sitvation the
railroad,has been obliged to build more than 30 miles of snowsheds in a distance of
41 miles, 29 wiles of sheds beiné éoncentrated in 30 wmiles of the 1in¢¢ These
sheds contein 100,000,000 feet of timber.

| (All rights reserved by Science Service,<Ingi)

o s 4ty i et st Ot

SCITICE SERVICT,
Rlst and B Sts.,
Tashington, D.C.



