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MEMORABL3 WIUTHEB EV%NTS 

The well-known English s c i e n t i f i c  meekly Nature i s  publishing.' tfiss Yea? i.1 

each issue a llcalendar'l  of h i s t o r i c  na tu ra l  events of pas t  years ,  such as stol*ms, , 

g r e a t  frosts, earthquakes , volcanic e rupt ions  and th.e Ifice. The f i r s t  installfiient, 

covering the da te s  f r o m  January 1 t o  3.1, i s  e n t i r e l y  mteo ro log ica l  @me*" for 

item relatii1Z t o  a Cal i forn la  earthquake, and weather i s  l i k e l y  t o  prove the 

Pr inc ipa l  subject o f  fu tu re  n9tes. 

Kere we f i n d ,  among other things,  the following paragraph about the storm 

of January 6-7, 1839, s o  often r e f e r i e d  t o  i n  America as the !'Big Wind i n  I r e l ad - " ;  

"On the night o f  Jan. 6-7 preStCi*ll and northern I r e l and ,  northorn England and SOUtll- 

em Scotland were v i s i t e d  by an exceedingly v io len t  ga le  f r o m  the southvest; ??lob- , 

ably  the w o r s t  since that of 1703. hiIany thousands of t r e e s  were uprooted i n  Ir@lai123 

houses were unroofed, chimney stacks and walls blown down. Many vesse ls  nere m d : d :  

and there w a s  g r e a t  loss o f  l i f e .  Mensi Suspension Bridge was damaged." 

The e a r l i e s t  event chronicled i s  n vio len t  s t o r m  coincident with the  

capture of Calais, i n  1558, as recorded by Holinshed, and the l a t e s t  t he  grea t  

mames f l o o d  of January 6-7, 1928, due t o  storm waves from the North Sea. 

On January 7,,1831, "owing t o  the presence of a kind of luminous s i s t ,  

p r i n t  could be rend at midnight i n  I t a l y  and Gcmany,ll and these abnormally l i g h t  

n ights  continued f o r  a considerable period. 
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