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Authority on idetcorology 

4 FICTITIOUS TORWDO 

On June 29, 1929, the town o f  Somerville, No J.? vas the scene of an im-  

aginary d isas te r ,  when a demonstration of tornado r e l i e f  measures was staged by the 

Red Cross and the Veterans of Foreign mars of the United States. 

a prearranged plan the town was theoret ical ly  struck by a tornado and an appeal f o r  

a id  was sent out by radio as follows:, 

I n  accordance with 

I1Somerville, Somerset County, New Jersey, simulating disaster  for pWpos@ 

of r e l i e f  dBonstrat ion by Edmwd )do l&Xey Post 925 Vcterans Foreign yiars i n  Cooper- 

ation with Somerville Chapter American Red Cross  reports town hit by bornado and re- 

V e s t s  imed ia t e  re l ief ."  

This message was received and acknowledged I;lj the V. F. W. post at Newark, 

38 r d l e s  away, and the machinery of r e l i e f  was immediately put i n  action; An llrrrur 

A i r  corps plane, equipped w i t h  radio,  f l o w  t o  the scone of the ltdisasi;orlt and z i p  

a%ged over  the town t o  ascer ta in  tho  extent o f  tho b m g e .  

t e r  point wao supplied from the ground by signals made with s t r i p  o f  white mf3lin 

Gtaked out by Boy Scouts, using a Red Cross code designed f o r  such occasions. 

Was sent by radio ko Hewark, where another planes.carrying an advance group of  re- 

Information on the 1at.Q 

Report 

l i e f  worker8 was s ta r ted  on i t s  way and a, largo motor t r a in  carrying workers a d  

supplies headed f o r  Somerville at a speed of 50 miles an hour. Tho motor  t ra in  was 

conducted through each town Bn tho route by local. motorcycle policemon. 

the show was carr ied out with an abundance of r e a l i s t i c  detai l .  
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