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VARVE S 

An interest ing record of longago weather i s  found i n  ccr ta in  b n k s  of 

C l a Y  forming the beds of ancient lakes t k t  ncro fed by tSc molting of tho glaciers  

Of the last I c Q  Age during the i r  g r d w l  rotrcnt  t o  high lati tudes.  The m t e r  fh@ 

ing into these l j lreo c a r i e d  scdirilent, which vas l a i d  dom i n  layerr, consisting of 

a C O a x S @ r  portion, deposited i n  summer, nhen. ZElac7-m~ rapid, md a f i n e r  portion, . 
deposited i n  ninter  whon them was l i t t l e  stre&lot-I. Tlze different colors o f  these 

Since there was more melting i n  hot surmers than i n  cool su1mrsS tho 

re la t ive  tkiclazcss of the vamos i s  supposed t o  furnish an indication of the rolntivo 

wLarmth of the years when the deposits vcro formed. 

been ceasurcd f o r  tho purpose of trncing the f luc tmt ions  of ancient c l inates;  tho 

Hcnce rmy ser ies  of varves have 

process being a n d o g o u s  t o  t h t  of noasuring tho succcssive m n w l  rings of old 

t rees  f o r  a similar purpose. 

The varve records go back mmy, thous,mds of ywzs  fa r ther  then t!io records 

furnished by l iv ing  o r  recontly doad trees,  but the prbcess of counting t ree  rings 

has l a t e l y  becn extended t o  f o s s i l  t rees  much older thm the v,'tTVes. 
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