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AGAIK TKE GRO'jl.TDEiOG 

If the grouii&og sees  h i s  shadow on the second o f  February,  s ix  neeks of 

':fintry metltner 37111 fol low.  If the day i s  cloudjr, so t h n . t  he  sees no s'indov, the 

T i n t e r  is over.  Such i s  the American vors ion  of  the anc ien t  Candlemas Day super- 

. . s t i t d o n  o f  Europe.,   EO:^ m-ny people t,&e this f o o l i s h  b i t  of f o l k l o r e  se r ious ly?  

Probably some do,  m d  a p e a t  many more think; thore may be at le.rtst a g r a i n  of truth 

i n  i t .  

A i l ieteorologist  r e c e n t l y  went to  the t rouble  t o  check the  groundhog's 

msumed pred jc t ions  nitii tho subsequent weather,  as recorded over  ;L per iod  of 21 

Years at a. '7eatlier Bureau s t a t i o n  i n  tho  middle 7,mstern United S ta t e s .  !Be result 

average monthly tompcraturos bc1o;v normzl, o r  an  abnormal number'of cold days, o r  si 

abnormal number of days 7 i t h  Siios; b u t  on i1O b a s i s  d i d  tho grouiidhog make a mod 

sho:-ring. 

f o r a c a s t i n g  i s ,  o f  course,  just as good as no f o r e c z s t i n g  a t  al l .  

The United S t a t e s  Dcpr tmont  o f  -1gricul ture  a t a t o s  t h t  tho gronndkog has 

I t  

He glossed ridit about h n l f  the time. F i f t y  per ceiit.  a c c u r x y  i n  :.reather 

increasdd greatly i n  iiumbcrs i n  rocent .  yosrs i n  the nor thcns tz rn  United S tn tes .  

',70uld be i n t a x s t i n g  t o  know vhat  propor t ion  o f  those animals i n  any ye=, a c t u a l l y  

make t h s i r  f i r s t  appcarmco on Groundhog Dny.  
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