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? WHYTHEmEATHER ? 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Author on Meteorology 

WINDBREAKS fN CALIFORXIA 

The c i t r u s  groves of California occasionally suffer much d h g e  frO:l?  drY 

winds, ', which extract  moisture from the foliege f a s t e r  than the r o o t s  Can 

Supply it .  The wil t ing of the leaves. f r o m  t h i s  cause is cal led Ilburning." Someth=B 

as much as 5alf  the foliage and mch of the f r u i t  may drop a f t e r  exposure t o  these 

winds, and fruit 1-emaining on the t rees  may be scarred and thus become unmarketable- 

Windbreaks a re  extensively planted as a means of protection. Experimelts 

dmw that  i n  t h i s  region a windbreak is effect ive i n  protecting orchard crops f o r  a 

distance of f r o m  f ive  t o  six times the height of the windbreak trees.  A favori te  

t ree  fo r  windbreaks i s  the blue gum eucalyptus. 

In  one case recently reported some vindbreaks were cut down several years 

e o .  Subsequently there were threo windy periods, during vhich the records of 'a 

single packing house i n  the loca l i t y  showed a loss of 902 carloads of f ru i t  on aC-  

count of %ind burn.I1 The growers are now replanting the protective trees.  
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