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ITALIAN PVEATH3R LO€B 

An English meteorologist, Miss C . M .  Botley, c a l l s  our a t ten t ion  to  a 

f w d  of i a t e r e s t i n g  information concerning the weather fo lk lore  of the I t a l i a n  

Peasantry found i n  the book IfThrough the Apeniiines and. the Lands of the A b l ~ z i , ’ ’  

b?T E s t e l l a  Canziani. Tne f a c t s  vere col lected i n  1913. 

The peasants believe that there ai-e male and female s p i r i t s  i n  the hail- 

the Paleiia iilountain Sam a male and female s p i r i t  making hai l ,  and t o  stop them 

he put the lai-gest hai ls tone he could f i n d  on the palm of a ch i ld  under seven years 

o ld  ( the  a o s t  innocent of the f a n i l y )  because he believed the tempest mould last  

4 

only the ’time the hai ls tone took to  m?l t*”  

’ I n  Zanciano devi l s  and bad s p i r i t s  imke the ha i l ,  and the inore snow there 

i s  on the mountains tae nore ha i l  there w i l l  be, because the d e v i l s  hayo more 

mterial t o  work w i t h .  Lightning i s  sa id  t o  be the nork of l o s t  souls. 

Vhirlrviiids ai*ise on the spot h e r s  somebody has Peen murdered, o r  else  

the7 a r e  the work of a kind of e lves ,  ca l led  %azzanarelle.” Sa i lors  cut  the air 

with blaclc-handled knives t o  d ispe l  waterspouts;. a custom th3t has prevailed f o r  

centuries and not exclusively among the I ta l ians . ,  

T’ne S t o r y  i s  t o l d  of a f i s h e m  mho cut  the air with his knife t o  dispel  

5 spout, but f a i l e d  apd h i s  bo3t  capsized., On returnin8 home, ho found thz t  h i s  

w i f e  llclcl a cut  f inger .  

now l ibera ted  f r o m  tinnt form,  and he s o  i l l - t r e s t e d  hor thnt she diodt’ 

He was convinced that she had been the mntcrsgout, but wns 

( A l l  r i g h t s  reserved by Science Sorvico, Inc.) 
-----I---- 

SCIEXCE SZRVICE. 
21st M d  E S t s o  
Rtshington, D.C. 


