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- THE STBONGEST WINDS 

Y p a m  ago the  United S t s t e s  Signal Service,  the predecessor of the >resent 

' Jeather 'bureau, maintained a small obscrvatory just bolow the  summit of Mount Vash- 

ington,  New Hampshire. Many high vinds mora rocorded there ,  and t h s  h ighes t  of a l l  

mas on January 11, 1879, whon an anemomctcr hold out of thc mindow by the obsarvor 

r c g i s t m c d  186 mi l z s  ap hour. Tho instrument usod was on63 roqui r ing  c s r t a i n  corr'c- 

tiOnS a t  high v o l o c i t i c s ,  which nould mako tho t ruo  sgood of tho nind i n  t h i s  C a s 0  

about 140 n i i l c s m h o u r .  I t  is s a i d ,  howmar, ' t ha t  t h c  instrumont mas p z r t l y  shcl- 

torod by tho bu i ld ing  s o  t h a t  i t  was not  expos2d t o  thc  full ' force of thc  g ~ l c ,  and 

one 2spocinlly compotent au tho r i ty  has  oxpross\?d the ooinion t h z t  t h >  s h c l t c r i n g  

cff cc t q q r o x i m z t s l y  off s? t thr! ine trumxtzl e r r o r ,  so t h a t  tho Cc tun1 nind f orcc 

may have beon about 17h3t was indicstod. 

Thls W ~ E  tho highost  nind of which we h w o  any dofinit;! ma-,surcmcnt, though 

h igher  ninds undoubtedly occur i n  t rop ic s1  cyclonos 2nd vory much highor  i n  ~ X W -  

docs. .At Srrn Ju>n, Por to  Rico, during tho  h u r r i c m o  of Scptombcr 13, 1928, 2n 

~nomornst?r of n c m r  typc,  which giv.=s much more accurnto rmdings ,  r cg i s t a rcd  160 

miles nn hour just boforo i t  WAS nroclced by thc storm. 

Tornado ninds w e  beyond !n3wurcmcnt, bu t  't rough cstimqto bi.scd on 

th2 obscrvod oxplosivo o f foc t  of tho vo r t ex  whon i t  pnssGs ov,'r a bu i ld ing  snd the 

dimcnsions of thc vortox lcnds t o  500 m i l s s  an  hour as the  "order of mrignitudc" i n  

3 ful l - f lcdgdd storm of t h i s  typo.  
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