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THE STRONGEST WINDS

Years ago the United States Signal Service, the predecessor of the ovresent
Weather'Buréau, meintained a small observatory just below the sumﬁit of Mount Wash-
ington, New Hampshire. Many high winds were recorded there, and the highest of all
was on January- 11, 1879, when an anemometer held out of the window by the obsorver
registored 186 milcs an hour. The instrument usod was one roquiring certain corr~c-
tions at high velocitics, which would meke the true speed of the wind in this case
about 140 milesan hour. It is said, however, that the instrument was ovartly shel-
tered by the building so that it was not exposecd to the fullforce of the gnle, and
one ospecially competent authority has oxprossad the opinion that th: sheltoring
effect approximitoly offec~t the instrumental error, so that the mtunl wind force
mey have been about Whﬂé was indicatod.

This was the highest wind of which we hawe any definits moasurement, though
higher winds undoubtedly occur in tropical cyclonos and vory much highor in torna~
does. At San Juan, Porto Rico, during the hurricanc of Septomber 13, 1928, an
anomdﬁcter of newer type, which gives much more accuratc roadings, registored 160
miles an hour just before it was wrocked by thc storm.

Tornado winds arc beyond mensurcment, but 2 rough estimate based on
the observed explosive offect éf the vortex whon it passcs over a building and the
dimensions of the vortex leads to 500 miles an hour as the "order of magnitude! in
a full-fledged storm of this type.
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