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Tne monsoon, the  typhoon ~.nd the sinoorn a r e  th ree  t o t a l l y  d i s t i n c t  ;cinCs 

of W1d, 3ut Secause t h e i r  ilailes sound sorilenhat a l i k e  the re  is a tendency t o  coilfuse 

them. 

The  monsoon i s  a mind t h t  :-eveiwsa i t s  d i r ec t io i i  mith the  season, 'illowing 

more OT l e s s  s t e a d i l y  from tie i 9 t e i i o r . o f  a c0atinen.t  tona id  the  sea i n  vintei. a n d ,  

i n  the  op?osi tc  d i r e c t i o n  i n  the  s p i e r .  

west a32 nor theas t  monsoons of India. The southwest monsoon, which b r ings  the i.nins 

Oa which the p r o s p e r i t y  of the  country c?,epnnds, i s  so  auch the  ixore importaiit of t'ne 

two t h a t  this wind. ( o r  solpetines the r a i x f a l l  a t t end ing  i t )  i G  commonly Tofej:i'ed t o  

i n  Ind ia  as 1lQelf filonsoon. A inoasoon i s  no t  a s t o m ,  t h o w h  the  southwest XIOIZSOOV 

of India genei-ally begins  with s tormy weather h o r n  as the "burst11 of the  mol?~oon* 

The m o s t  familiar examples ai*e the  sov.th- 

wTy-phoonll is the  name app l i ed  i n  the  Far E a s t  t o  a t r o p i c a l  cyclone. It  

i s  a l t o g e t h e r  similar i n  cl iaracter  t o  the cyclone of the Caribbean and the  Gulf of 

Mexico. 

cyclones,  rnay be  e i t h e r  g e n t l e  o r  stormy, b u t  i2 common usage tho term Iftyphoon1l . 

implies  winds of hu r r i cane  force .  

From a s t r i c t l y  s c i e n t i f i c  po in t  of view tjtphoons, l i k e  o the r  t r o p i c a l  

'Phe siinoom is an in t ense ly  h o t  and dry wind of the Asiqn and Afr ican 

d e s e r t s ,  o f t a n  b u t  no t  always a t tended  by clouds of dus t  o r  sand. Fie f i n a l  rrinl' in 

i ts  naiie comesponds t o  t h g  Arabic nord,  maning lrpoison,lf i n  re ference  t o  the o f t en  

deadly e f f e c t s  of the  mind. 

t o  the  s p e l l i n g  lfsimoun8 i n  F'rench. 

Th.e a l t e r n a t i v e  Engl i sh  s p e l l i n g  ilsimoonll may 5 e  due 
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