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IQLXRKS 

"Give my compliments," sars Dean S w i f t  (rrri t ing i n  1740) Ifto the Olerk 

of the.Weather, an6 t e l l  him we are a l l  slimiefully i n  a puzzle as t o  w h a t  season i t  

Can 'be- Here ne a r e  i n  the month of lhay, and the cold i s  l i k e  Nova Zem'u la . "  

Fi*orn the a3ove quotation i t  a p c a r s  that -9eople vverc quarrelin,c; with an 

irfiWil1aly !'clerk of the 17eat'nertf lonG before there mas a r e a l  one, e i t h e r  i n  %@and 

O r  Aierica. 

B r i t a i n  i n  1854 the 'tclerk of the t7oather'f has come t o  be more 01. l e s s  d e f i n i t e l y  

ident i f ied n i t h  tha t  service o r  i v i t l i  the o f f i c i a l  a t  the head of i t ;  just  as, i n  

the United S ta tes ,  '!Old Probabi l i t ies l f  used t o  m a n  e i t h e r  the Signal Service o r  the 

Chief Signal Officer. 

Since the establishment of an o f f i c i a l  meteorological sei'vice i n  Great 

Tim f i rs t  head of the Britisk service vas Adi-iiral Robert FitzRoy, mho mas 

appointed as llmetoorological s ta t is t  t o  the Board of Ti-nde. " 
department of this board l g t e r  became the ivIe teorological Offioe- 

suicj.de i n  1865. 

me meteorological 

FitzRoy cormit ted 

Robert H. Scot t  toplc charge of the o f f i c e  i n  1867 and served until 

1 9 o O e  

Probably t'ne world1 s rnost eminent meteorologist, 

He vas succesded by V i l L i m  N. ( d t e r w a r q  S i r  Napier) Shaw, 17ho.is now 

Sham r e t i r e d  i n  1920. Since then 

Bri ta ints  lrcleik of the moather" has beon Dr. G,C. Simpson, who was attached f o r  

many ;rears t o  the r,ietcorological service of Indiq and served as physicis t  with 

C q t a i n  Scot t ' s  last e q e d i t i o n  i n  the Antarctic. 
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