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NCLERKS OF THT WEATHER"

"Give my compliments,! says Dean Swift (writing in 1740) "to the €lerk
of the Weather, and tell him we are all shamefully in a puzzle as to what season it
can be. Here we are in the month of May, and the cold is like Nova Zembla.ﬁ

From the adove quotation it aprears that people were gquarreling with an
imaginary Yclerlz of the weather" long pefore there was a real one, either in England
or Anerica. Since the establishment of an .officlal meteorological service in Great
Britain in 1854 the "clerk of the weather" has come to be more or less definitely
identified with that service or with the official at the head of it; Jjust as, in
the United States, "0Q1ld Probabilities! used to mean either the Signal Service or the
Chief Signal Officers

The first head of the British service was Adniral Robert FitzRoy, who was
appointed as "meteorological statist to the Board of Trade." The meteorological
department of this board later became the ileteorological Office. FitzRoy committed
suicide in 1865. Robert H. Scott togk charge of the office in 1867 and served until
1900. He was succeecded by William N. (afterward Sir Napier) Shaw, vho.is now
Probably the world's most eminent meteorologist,  Shaw retired in 1920. Since then
Britain!s "clerk of the weather" has been Dr. G.C. Simpson, who was attached for
many years to .the meteorologicél service of Indig and served as physicist with
Captain Scott's 1ast‘expedition in the Antarctic.
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