
$kWieo Feature 
Released upon receipt  
but intendca' f o r  use 
February 206 1930 ? WHYTHEi7ZATHER ? Mailed February 13, 1930 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Metaorology 

FATA BRUMOSA 

The f a t a  morgana, a complex form of lnirage causing weird disto::tims of 

d i s tan t  objects ,  is f a i r l y  wel l  known, a t  l e a s t  by nmo,  both i n  2nd o u t  of S C i -  

e n t i f i c  c i r c l e s ,  but very l i t t l e  has ever been said. even i n  s c i e n t i f i c  books 

about i t s  f irst  cousin, the "fata bruinosa.lr 

scribed and named by Prof. F. A. Forel ,  of the  University of Lausanne , i n  his grea t  

Work on Ldce Geneva, published i n  1895. 

bank of fog, which p a r t l y  b l o t s  out the view of a d i s t a n t  shore. Forel doscribes 

i t  as seen by an observer looking along the surface of the lake and s i tua ted  at a 

l o w  level. 

Proving that no r e a l  fog i s  present. 

The l a t t e r  phenomenon mas first  de- 

It cons is t s  of c.n appearnnco rcsedbling 

, 

From a point a couple o f  yards higher the phenomon+no lonzel' v i s i b l e ,  

With n l i g h t  breeze blowing, the upper o&zo 

of the f?lse fog bank i s  more o r  l ess  wavy in outl ine and i s  seen to  bo moviw v i t h  

the wind. 

horizon, with a fogless  area below thorn. In  one c m e  a dis ta i l t  shore secined t o  be 

fnvaded by a huge t i d a l  wave, which a p p a r e d  t o  f l o v  over houses and t rees  up t o  a 

height of f i f t y  f e e t  o r  more. 

Sometimes patches of the aypnrent fog a r e  suspended a l i t t l e  above t b  

Like a l l  kinds of mirage, t h i s  phononenon is  [ttn cf foc t  of re f rac t ion ,  tho 

conditions of occurrence probably being tha t  the observer i s  i n  a co1.d layer  of air 

Over the 'Pmter, which def lec ts  above him rays of li@t f r o m  d is tan t  lev-lyiix ob- 

j e c t s ,  nnd. thus renders them invis ible .  A i r  crqronts nould t'nen explain the ir- 

regular outl ine and movements of the pseudo-fog. 
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