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ICE ON TEE XUIXS ---- 
The telephone poles a r e  of sturdy tiniber, as sound as creopote ca3 make 

them, and StiqO>gly guyed; b u i l t  t o  withstand i:ievitable loads of ice. 

f o u r  cross-arz.s t o  a -pole; t en  v i r e s  t o  an arm. 

There a re  

Yesterday the mires ve re  sleader copper s t r ands ,  Today they a r e  s.%ging 

g lassy  cables,  as th ick  as your wrist, with a f r inge  of i c i c l e s  by way of e x % m  

embellishment. Allon o m  

hu-ildred. and ten f e e t  as the spacing between poles ,  and you ge t  a t o t a l  of neal.lY 

four and a ha l f  tons added t o  the burden ca r r i ed  by each pole. 

The i c e  weigh$ about two pounds t o  t h e  r u n n i w  f o o t ,  

Collapse i s  not l i k e l y  t o  r e s u l t  f r o m  the mere domward pressure. La tera l  

s t r a i n  does the t r ick .  

staggers over, b r ins ing  a few addi t iona l  tons t o  bear  on the overloaded span. There 

i s  a mighty crash as branches, wires and shards of sp l in t e red  i c e  smite tlie eai-th. 

The "lead" has par ted ,  and f o r t y  charnels of speech have gone out of busiiiess. 

Somewhere along the l i n e  a t r e e ,  midway between tl-ro Yoles, 

Vith the t e r r i f i c  tension suddenly re leased  on one s ide  of a pole,  the 

'Jnbalanced pul l  i n  the other d i r ec t ion  is beyond t'h l i m i t  o f  endurance.' The 

ta l l  sha f t  s t ~ a y s  and slumps t o  the ground, o r  breaks squarely off at the baso and 

thunders down. The next pole on the l i n e  f o l l o w s . i t s  ex,ample, and then one a f t e r  

another,  i n  qui+ succession, a l l  the poles f o r  g, s t r e t c h  of miles top.?Le lY:e 

a r o w  of  tenpins. 
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