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The work of p r e d i c t i n g  r i v e r  s t ages  and i s s u i n g  f lood  warnings i s  con- 

ducted on a more ex tens ive  scale i n  the United S t a t e s  than i n  any o the r  p a r t  Of the  

woi-ld. The work began i n  1870 and was enti-usted t o  the S igna l  Corps of tile Jk'W as  

an ad junc t  o f  t he  n a t i o n a l  vea ther  service.  I t  passed t o  the  Weather Bureau i n  

1890, 

s t ages  ax6 r a i n f a l l  a r e  made d a i l y  i n  connection w i t h  t h i s  work ,  and 500 moi-e for 

A t  m e s e n t  the Bureau has  about 500 s t a t i o n s  where observa t ions  of r i v e r  , 

measurirg r a i n f a l l  onlg, The s t a t i o n s  a r e  loca ted  i n  the bas ins  of a l l  Vie 2;oOd- 

s i zed  15voi-s of t he  country.  

v i s i o n  of a reW2.a-r Beather  Sm*eau s t a t i o n ,  froin which f lood  warnings a r e  i ssued  

when required.  

s t ages  a re  ma& at many p o i n t s  on the navigable r i v e r s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of  vessel-  

men and o thers .  

'k3re a r e  65 r i v e r  d i s t r i c t s ,  each wider the super- 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t hese  warnings, h i l y  f o r e c a s t s  of cornin2 r i v e r  

F lood  warnings a r e  gene ra l ly  i ssued  at least  a day i n  advaiice foi. 

r e l a t i v e l y  small p r e c i p i t o u s  streams, For t h e  headwaters of l a r g e  streams the 

advance per iod  g radxa l ly  leaybhens,  until i t  i s  poss ib l e  t o  g ive  three  t o  four  

h Y S r  rrotice of a f l o o d  i n  the  Ohio a t  Cincini ia t i ,  about e i g h t  dnys'  no t i ce  f o r  

the mouth of the  Ghio a t  Cairo,  about twelve days f o r  the Miss i s s ipp i  at  Vid:Lsb-\;rg, 

and f r o m  three t o  four  weeks f o r  t he  Miss i ss ippi  a t  Now Orleans. You. weel.cst 

ad-vaxe no t i ce  of f l oods  can be g iven  f o r  St.  Louis. 

The& prel ini inarg warnings a r e  usuctll;:. c a r r e c t  t o  w i t h i n  a f o o t  o r  tWo, 
SO lon; as t h e r e  are no in t snmnin?  heavy r a ins .  
Poss ib le  t o  f o r e c a s t  t he  maximum s t age  from th ree  t o  seven days i n  advance wi th  a 
limitin?; emor  of i yew tent'iis of a foot .  
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