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A recent publicati'oii o f  the AmericLm Red Cross r e f e r s  t o  the long Preva- 

l e n t  f a l l a c y  tha t  'Ithe natal chaiiiber o f  the g rea t  Mississippi Valley f1ood.s i s  i n  

the mighty mountains of tho nor th ,  Trhere hcmy s n o i ~ s ,  accumulated throush the 

minter,  a r e  sen t  roaring t o  the  south by sudden thaws," 

011 the  b a s i s  of information fvrnished by the U. S, Weather Bureau the 

Red c1*oss w r i t e r  s e t s  f o r t h  the causes of these floods its now understoodo MOIJ.XI- ' 

t a i n  snows are of small importance. Tne d e t e r m i n i n ~  f ac to r  i s  r a i n  i n  t!ie upper 

and lower valleys.  Continued railis through the fa l l  and n in to r  unti l  the ltmd is ,  

sa tura ted ,  followed by heavy r a ins  i n  the spring, ;mke f l o o d s  inevitable.  Hcx:rever 3 

i n  2884 a g rea t  f lood  was caused by i c e  d,mnin:T %'nc matcr i n  the nor th , .  diel? 

sudden t1ia.w i n  the spring sen t  a v e r i t a b l e  sea through the lower valley,  I n  1912 

Six heavy l*aiiistorms, progressing through the va l l ey  in  a nor theas te r ly  d.iLwCtiOn 

i n t e r v a l s  o f  a few d,ays, caused another ,proat f lood ,  B u t  such causes ai% un- 

U S W ~ ;  a slow, progressive sa tu ra t ion  of the lanit d w i n g  the winter with coiitinucd 

r a i n  through the spr ing ,  roinains tho a lmost  invar iab le  c m s c  of  floods. 

Evidence gathered by the Weather Bureau shows c l e a r l y  that i n  considering 

the causes of floods i n  the lover Mississippi Valley conditfons and e f f e c t s  arb- 

ing i n  the Rocky Mountain headwaters system of g r e a t  t r i b u t a r i e s ,  such 3s  tile 

Missouri  q d  the Arkansas, can 5e safely ignored. Under present conditi.oiis t'ncse 

mountains and fo res t ed  regions c,w add no more than a ma11 f r a c t i o n  t o  the f l o o d  

c r e s t  i n  the  loTer  Mississippi. '  The g rea t e s t  e f f e c t  they can have i s  t o  delay the 
subsid-ence o f  an ex i s t ing  f lood ,  and- even t h i s  e f f e c t  has iiover yet been obmmed 
t o  any important extent,  
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