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WE&T€BR A B  LIGHTING BILLS 

According t o  C. J. R o o t ,  of the Uhited States  Veather Bureau, public u t i l -  

i t y  companies i n  d i f fe ren t  p a r t s  of the United S ta tes  not infrequently c i t e  the of-  

f i c i a l  weather records o f  t h e i r  l o c a l i  t i e s ,  especial ly  those rela.ting t o  sunshine 

and temperatur@, to explain why bills ore higher. thm usual. 

A case i n  point was that of the Light m d  Power Department of Springfield,  

Vith the statements f o r  last  Bcember sent t o  customers was enclosed a diagram Ill. 

prepared froin the records of the l o c d  Weather Bureau s t a t i o n ,  showing the norm3.1 

cloudiness of November and Decernber and the cloudiness o f  these two months i n  1929, 

which vas considerakly i n  excess of the average. 

Below the diagram w ? . ~  the fol loaing explanation: "The charts  above show 

the fair  a.nd cloudy days norrwlly ? . l lo t ted  to the two short-day rnonths of November 

and December, i n  co:itra,st t o  rrbt the t w o  months hsve a c t u a l l y  Seen. Your e l e c t r i c  

consumption m i l l  undoubted1.y shov a sirnilar increase coxprrable t o  abiiorml days of 

c l  oudine s s . I 1  
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