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THE ANTARCTIC'S ICY GIRDIE

The recent exmeriences of the Byrd expediticn have called attention to
the fact that in order to reach the Antarctig continent it is necessary for o shid
to pass through o agreat belt of floating ice, known as the "pack", Its limits ond
its broadth vary greatly from year to year, Qf gteamshivns that have entared(Ross
Sea in recent vears, the "Nimrod," in Januery, 1908, saw practically no pack,vhile
the "Terra Nova," in Decomber, 1910, was 30 doys in forcing her vy throuh.

The paclk conﬁists partly of ice frozen in the ovon sea, partly of sea ice
formed along the shore, anq partly of ice from glaciers on land, It has o genocral
drift to the north of west, under the influence of provailingly southeastoerly winds
and currents, It is thus gradually carried toward lower latitudes, but at a cer—
tain distonco from the continont it cncounters a bolt of strong winds blowing from
west-nortirrest or north-northwest--the “brave west winds"f~which provent the ice
from spreading all the way to tho shores of South America, Africa and Australia,
and at the same timo, by pushing it baclk toward tho south, cause it to become uore
or less donscly compacted.

The tendency of this ice to drift awoy from the Antarctic shore toward a
rogion of stormy winds and wormer water in which it oventunlly disintegrotes &7

plains vhy long sledge journeys cannot be made over it, as comparcd with the many
that have been made over the ice pack of the Arctic Oceanr
(A1l rizhts rescrved by Science Service, Inc.)
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