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March 4, 19300 ?. THY THE W T H Z R  P Mailed February 25, 1930" 

By Charles I ' i t zhxh  Tali&, 
Authority on Meteorology,. 

The day before March 4, 1909, a cyclonic storm passed i n  a qui te  noma1 

JTaY across the eastern United S ta tes  from Lake E r i e  t o  t'ne Jersey coast  and was ap- 

Parel?tly headed out to  sea. m e  Weather Bureau forecas te r  i n  Washington predicted 

fa i r  weather f o r  Presidonb Tdkl s induction i n t o  off ice. The usual I n a W a t i o n  

Day crowds had fl9clced t o  the c a p i t a l ,  and t h i s ' o f f i c a l  announcement was a cause of 

general rejoicing. 

This was one of tile cases-which occasionally occur, though i-rtrely a t  sp 

unfortunate a time-when the forecast  i s  r i g h t  but the noather i s  decid-edly fvronga 
proceeded along i t s  course, an@ 

A well-regulated, decently behaved cyclone would have,. 

smiling sk ies  would have folloved i n  i t s  R a k e  mhen and where they more n.?ost rmnted. 

!Phis s torm ignored tho rules, s t a l l o d  on the coast ,  and gave Washington a quasi- 

blizzazd of wind and snow. 

I'It was a f lareback, explained Professor Gar i - io t t ,  the unluclq~ forecaster ;  

borpomin~ a term mde fauliliar t o  the public by nevspapcr accounts of gu$ e q l o s i o n s  

on naval vessels;  and the s torm is  s t i l l  romeaibered under that nickname.. 

As S i r  Napier Sham, the formor d i rec tor  of the B r i t i s h  ?.lctcorological 

Ctffice, has recently wri t ten,  K5vcry forecas te r  has h i s  Iflarebacks. 

one himslhf, though he .Ilci.de gersonally only three forecas ts  during h i s  10% tom Of 
ofPice. He says: 

t e l l  me that i n  h i s  view the imp promised a.continmnce of the ra in  f o r  +nother & Y o  
f sa id  that continuous r a i n  f o r  three days was what Hume mould have ca l led  a miracle, 
and he hzd b e t t e r  say i t  nould stop raining. 

(All r i g h t s  reserved by Science Service, Inc.) 

Shaw had 

"It had been ra ining i n  London f o r  48 hours and the forecaster  came t o  

But i t  rained a l l  the sane-" 
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