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BEIEFI+JTT TROPICAL C Y C L O ~ S  

TPropical cyclones a r e  not ulmays severe storm, and even those 6 b t  m e  

include only a r e l a t i v e l y  small a r e a  of destruct ive winds, outside of nkich the . 

copious. i-a$nfall brought by these disturbances is often Vei*y benef ic ia l  t o  Crops. 

Prof. S. S. Visher wr i tes  on this subject: 

"The minor t rop ica l  cyciones, although not at a l l  destruct ive because Of 

t h e i r  cyclonic winds, cause some w e  by producing thunderstorms, with associated 

Squalls, l ightning and heavy ra in ,  but on the average they aro much more 50rioficial 

than harmful. Only a f i f t h  oi- so of the world's t rop ica l  cyclones have destiv-ctive 

winds: and as l e s s  t hn  a tenth do any consfderable amount o f .  damage , while all, 

even the nors t  s t o r i s ,  do good by bringing r a i n f a l l ,  i t  appears that t ropical  

cyclones a r e ,  as a class, m c h  more beneficial  than harmful. 

f a c t  t h a t  t rop ica l  cyclones cause several tiines as mny deaths a year, on 

This i s  despi te  the 

average, 

as do ?;ormdoea, and helice are, i n  the aggregate, the worldls m o s t  destruct ive 

storms. I' 
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