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BRAVIRS AND FOREST LIOISTURE

Willism T. Cox, director of the Upper lfississipni Wild Lif» Refuge, is tae
champion of the interesting thesis that thae widespread destruction of beavers for
their pelts has had thr affect of dryiag uwp the North American forests and has thus
greatly added to the fire hazard. The fordsts of our continent were n>t alvays, he
says, the plaything of the fire demon. Before the white man came fires occuvved bub
rarely sprzad very far. Tas reason Waé, he claims, beaver dams. These existed on
everr stream the beavers could control, even to the tinieset crecks, holding tae
water Dack in ponds and flowase areas.

"Imnediately after the beaver'!'s disappearance, walch left the country”
drier than it héd been for a thousand years, conditlons bocone excoedingly danferous.
Continuous forests extended for nundreds of miles. Pires originating from ligsatning,
spontaneous combustion, or camp fires of Indian or trapper, thenm, for the Iinst tiue,
nad abundant opportunity to spread and travel unchecked.

"The woodsman who nows the beaver, who has traveled through favored dis-
tricts again stocksd with these animals, while ho may curse them for flooding tiail
and portage, will admit that they render the forest almost safe from fire. The
foatﬁre that counts so strongly for safety is that fires cannot Fun far in a Seaver
country watil thoy encouvnter streams well filled, Jloodeld areas, or lazes full to
the bank. Uader such conditions it is 1little short of impossible for a sericus
forest fire to develop. M
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