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HUMIDITY AND FORZST FIRTS

Dry air is more conducive than any other element of weather to the spread
of forest fires. Dry air, in this connection, means air of low relative humidity,
which is umeasured on:a scale of percentages. According to Charles Ii Dague, a Mfire-
weather" specialist of the U.S. Weather Buwrean, relative humidity’is genay . 1lly re-
cognized on the Pacific coast and over many othzr forested ragions as well, as the
best index of the inflammebility of forest materials It provides a simple funda-
‘mentéllbasis for determining when fires will burn most readily, when, they may be
Erought under control most casily, or when they will not burn at all.

1Therc are, ho says, other important factors for rating forest fire hazards,
such as strong winds, steep slopes and intense heat from burning materials, but
fires will soon die down and remain in a smoldering stage or go out altogetner if
»thé relaﬁivG aumidity becomes high; rcgardlesé of wind, slope or heat.

" The importance of relative humidity as a controlling factor of forest fire
’Vhazard is 80 well recognized in the Pacific Northwest that the Logzing Underwriting
& Inspection Associatioﬁ Wfites a special policy coataining a humidity warranty for
logging risks, whefdby o logglng operator is granted substdntially reduced rates on
‘the promium of his policy if he agrecs to suspend all logging operations during all
Periods whon the relative humidity is 30 per cont. or lower.
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